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City of Erie 

Environmental Advisory Council 
Erie, Pennsylvania 

 

AGENDA 
Wednesday, January 22, 2025 

A regular meeting of the City of Erie Environmental Advisory Council will be held Wednesday, 
January 22, 2025, at 3:00 pm in Bagnoni Council Chambers, 626 State Street, Erie PA. The meeting 
will also be streamed live on the City’s YouTube page and Facebook page.  

  
1. ROLL CALL  

Member Name Present Absent 
John (Michael) Campbell   
Robert (Bob) Howden   
Aaron Kerr   
Sr. Pat Lupo   
Sherri (Sam) Mason           
Mathew Puz   
Freda Tepfer   

 

2. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

3. APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 2024 MEETING MINUTES 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT 

5. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Priority: LCAP Priori�es-Mee�ngs with Various Government Groups 

a. Aaron Kerr – Report from Erie Sewer Authority Mee�ng (12/17/2024) 

B. Secondary Priori�es: Single-Use Plas�cs and Liter Mi�ga�on 

a. Plas�c Bag Ban Ordinance 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Erek Iwanenko – City of Erie Stormwater Best Management Prac�ces  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQuw9_BuK-LGyRIOygHdkWw
https://www.facebook.com/CityofEriePA
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B. EAC Bylaws  

C. Associate, Non-Vo�ng Member 

D. EAC Annual Report 

7. ADJOURNMENT 
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City of Erie 

Environmental Advisory Council 
Erie, Pennsylvania 

MINUTES 
Wednesday, December 11th at 3:00 p.m. 

The regular meeting of the City of Erie Environmental Advisory Council was held Wednesday, 
December 11, 2024 beginning at 3:00 pm in Bagnoni Council Chambers, 626 State Street, Erie PA. 
The meeting was also streamed live on the City’s YouTube page and Facebook page.  

  
1. ROLL CALL  

Member Name Present Absent 
John Michael (Michael) Campbell X  
Robert Howden X   
Aaron Kerr X  
Sr. Pat Lupo  X 
Sherri (Sam) Mason X  
Mathew Puz X  
Freda Tepfer X  

 

2. APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 2024 MEETING MINUTES                                                                      

Mo�on to approve by Mathew Puz, seconded by Sherri Mason, unanimous approval.    

3.    VISITORS & PUBLIC COMMENT                                                                                                         
Mayor Schember and Sarah Peelman were present.  

4.OLD BUSINESS 
4A. LCAP Priori�es -- Mee�ngs with various government groups                                                
Aaron Kerr and Freda Tepfer each reported their progress with Sewer Authority and EMTA, 
respec�vely. 
4B. Secondary Priori�es: Single use plas�cs and liter mi�ga�on – limited comments 
 
5. NEW BUSINESS  
5A. Sarah Peelman – City Energy Savings (oral report & handout)– Energy procurement savings 
by the City exceeded $1 million in 2023, due to a no-fee management service; similar savings 
are expected in 2024. Largest energy expenditures for electricity are for the wastewater 
treatment plant and streetlights. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQuw9_BuK-LGyRIOygHdkWw
https://www.facebook.com/CityofEriePA
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5B. Associate, Non-vo�ng Members – Following brief discussion of applica�ons for Associate 
Members of the EAC, Jenna Walmsley (Gannon University student) and Molly Tarvin 
(Mercyhurst University Sustainability Coordinator) were approved. Mo�on Sherri Mason, 
second Mike Campbell, unanimous approval. Clarifica�on on availability of student Casandra 
Schroeck (Girard, PA environmental health & safety expert) for atending our Wednesday 3PM 
mee�ngs is needed. Invita�ons for addi�onal Associate members will be re-posted. 
 
5C. P4P Mini-Grant Final Report – (atachments) There was discussion of “challenges” faced by 
the City (short available �me frame) and consultant in the P4P process (out-of-town versus 
within-community consultant). Jackie indicated that the challenges have been “internalized” 
and the City will be seeking a longer �me frame and partner/consultant from within Erie for the 
next phase of P4P process. Possible partners for next phase of of the Partner for Places (P4P) 
grant were briefly discussed, including Groundwork Erie, Project Neptune (Gannon), and 
Minority Community Investment Coali�on (MCIC). 
 
5D. Partner for Places Grant Opportunity – See discussion under item 5C. 
 
5E. Inventory Progress Update (LCAP/PSU) – PSU students experience challenges securing 
complete and accurate data from Penelec, Na�onal Fuel, Waste Management and railroads. EAC 
will be pa�ent to await high-quality data/informa�on on the GHG inventory. The next phase of 
the LCAP grant is not dependent on full comple�on of the inventory. Tyler Bogle and James 
Schafer will be asked to plan to present their inventory findings at the January 22, 2025 EAC 
mee�ng.  
 
5F. 2025 Mee�ng Schedule and Elec�on of Officers – EAC will con�nue to meet at 3PM on the 
4th Wednesday of the month during 2025. The next mee�ng is scheduled for January 22, when 
next year’s officer will be elected. 
 
6. ADJOURNMENT  
Aaron Kerr moved/ Sherri Mason seconded. Unanimous approval. Mee�ng adjourned 4:15 PM. 

 
Respec�ully submited by JM Campbell 



Environmental Advisory Council  

Aaron K. Kerr, report from Erie Sewer Authority Mee�ng December 17th 2024 

• Erie Advisory Council was placed on the Agenda by Sewer Authority Solicitor Timothy M. 
Sennet

• AK Kerr’s presenta�on lasted five minutes and addressed the following
a. Who we are ----discussed the network throughout PA
b. What we do: Working with city to develop a Local Climate Ac�on plan, and, 

distributed worksheet “Environmental Priori�es for City of Erie Residents” (page 8 
partners for places final report)

c. Why I am here:  “EAC engages with those en��es throughout the city infrastructure 
that maintain public and environmental health…I am here to listen, learn and 
understand the city’s sewer system.”

Agenda item # 7 was of significance.  The Water authority has hired Ebenezer Sada, of T&M 
Associates, to test the incinerators and make recommenda�on. 

There are two incinerators, #2 is the “work-horse” of the plant and is compliant with thresholds. 
#1 has been found to be 7 to 11 �mes over-threshold. (obviously not u�lized) 

Concern from Basil J. Ronzi�, Chief of opera�ons, that incinerator must be replaced.  They are 
working with other contractors to ascertain future of incinera�on, with other “sustainable” 
processes on the table, like methane gas conversion. Interes�ngly, John Campbell of EAC sent to 
me examples of other ci�es and municipali�es that have those processes in place.  Basil Ronzi� 
was open to talking with us moving forward.  I will follow up with Basil to share our ideas and 
concerns.  It is important to note that Basil Ronzi� men�oned that the land-fill is beginning to 
share concern that they are on the brink of being unable to take solid waste from the Bureau of 
Sewers. And, that places in Ohio would take it but at a very high cost.   

This concludes my report 

Aaron K. Kerr, Ph.D.    



Passing local ordinances in PA to ban plastic bags, styrofoam

One of the achievements we’re most proud of from 2024 was our work partnering with local
officials to pass eight new local plastic bag bans across Pennsylvania. Five of the eight also
included bans on polystyrene foam food containers. Once these laws go into effect they
could eliminate over 40 million plastic bags every year! That’s over 470,000 pounds of
plastic waste every year that’s no longer going to our landfills, incinerators, or our
environment. At the same time, Chester County’s West Goshen Township (which banned
single-use plastic bags in 2021) amended their ordinance in 2024 and passed a ban on
polystyrene takeout food containers.

Tackling single-use plastics is an area where our city, township, and borough officials can
step up and take the lead. We’ve had a lot of success over the past few years passing
these local ordinances, and 2024 was no exception. The eight plastic bag bans passed
brings the total in Pennsylvania to 35 local plastic bans statewide, covering close to 20% of
the state’s population, and they could eliminate 930 million single-use plastic bags every
year. To help track our progress and raise awareness of this campaign, we launched a new
interactive map with a full list of these ordinances and their details–I hope you’ll post and
share it!

Releasing new research on efficacy of plastic bag bans

Earlier this year, PennEnvironment released a new study alongside our national partners
called Plastic Bag Bans Work that looked at plastic bag laws in cities and states across the
country to see how effective they’ve been, including one of our local bag bans here in
Pennsylvania. 

Our research found that bans in just five locations with a combined population of more than
12 million people (New Jersey, Vermont, Philadelphia PA, Portland OR, and Santa Barbara
CA) have cut single-use plastic bag consumption by about 6 billion bags per year – or

https://publicinterestnetwork-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/25qqvZoMZPmXr5eYWEKXJjJ2XjMeVyhPuHE8_nSEEjemnoP87lAHhFaiOEHFIm282VpYePc1LuTmOUJep7fFdd46k9zcKCRp35HF5siJlguPyPW9DhSialicUBRk97_9qZPYEMuY1VvZjxdO144ty-B7AvncoiyKkD9mxxtmo6DxBIi8h3la07XjXE0tuTHb00aqEU7Ql_q7BHrFMqRrRC7Ua7Qvz9EcstNcsGPd1Zwcg6xmkluibMMon0dNOyHFrxmN76LqAGPaqEg
https://publicinterestnetwork-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/25qqvZoMZPmXr5eYWEKXJjJ2XjMeVyhPuHE8_nSEEjemnoP87lAHhFaiOEHFIm282VpYePc1LuTmOUJep7fFdd46k9zcKCRp35HF5siJlguPyPW9DhSialicUBRk97_9qZPYEMuY1VvZjxdO144ty-B7AvncoiyKkD9mxxtmo6DxBIi8h3la07XjXE0tuTHb00aqEU7Ql_q7BHrFMqRrRC7Ua7Qvz9EcstNcsGPd1Zwcg6xmkluibMMon0dNOyHFrxmN76LqAGPaqEg
https://publicinterestnetwork-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/28TnTZjKsuPP2Dn2xamLh9-9pTGXk55ata5hSg_FyNDG4oP87lAFiWR0ZrqYZAewEKUNPjB71TzJmTTUfmto-WokJbn5wWMoP7gY2wq_F_5K27gU_czQ-qG2IRwm-6oxzLuq0DrF4oS9BJKS5VDFqc5xkDh0l-oKrK3rEf8lLTQmhOIkMRDaZD0ggGVTUDdhcj0KQhKPLd47c7qtunlmePB-C_TPkou95Sma6cbfVldHTLH0civkZp-a0nhxp8fpj6u_hsdvG-yeDX77LHYmED0_QW41O7V7mYF7GDxHm6u2fVo8ND5Q


enough to circle the earth 42 times! 

This new study earned significant media attention across Pennsylvania, including coverage
in Penn Live, WDIY, MyChesco, and from the World Economic Forum.

Former PennEnvironment Advocate Zachary Barber releasing the results of our study on Pittsburgh's plastic bag ban. Photo Credit Kiley
Koscinski/90.5 WESA

Surveying Pittsburgh’s successful plastic bag ban
To see if plastic bag bans were being successfully implemented in Pennsylvania,
PennEnvironment released the results of a survey we conducted in Pittsburgh on their
plastic bag ban which went into effect at the end of 2023. After surveying 50 local
businesses following the first six months of the City’s law going into effect, we were relieved
to see that over 80% of businesses surveyed were in compliance. It’s a good reminder that
our businesses are able to adapt and comply with these laws. It also shows that there’s
room for improvement in Pittsburgh. We can take these lessons and help apply them to the
next set of cities, townships, and boroughs taking the lead tackling single-use plastics. 

This report also earned good coverage in the Pittsburgh region, with stories in the Post
Gazette, WESA, NEXT Pittsburgh, and CBS news. 

https://publicinterestnetwork-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/2Pag2Q4q5abzLwB7I7Z0IQQXSOViweF3HfHZddrNVmODAoP87lAGxg7DDR_1Pp31RjElWFxVxLYHhz2ssec5UQ74wUJVL1UnjNBt7DXqasIrhO3bEwa2sVMtmTluUBQlai7Ih-dG5-5jEwlvGy_xSW5CmmLZ3SiUPDXTDuXubfoCo0-krEr6KUgLVm4l5lgTSOmJy52ryq6UKvwY8UJJU4hLesb-3hZryjnGrEcrRGPZ7jHqGsj9N1uzNfuHfWTe1lg
https://publicinterestnetwork-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/2fWz_KPFbbdToY3j2rsvqRdldoPm_SPhqPXhnqA5h7hzCoP87lAEJlTRtbPIWoxeGrosaEsuL94YiJpav9bFse95TEmcqnYQmsOlGi2R4HxTqnwPa16_ap0fltaO6NdHIJJ0h2SB9FXrBsr1-6CmuYc7sCk6Em-UZJNB-bneX_vbMshLEq_Z4uocB2RHGfseuvplutr-GRPIvF9CpMLpdaDcWw9EYtg2CaeFYstURgYlyYTX2Ov4m20ZLOHRWjrnq98rH1cduvn6c0k-AXXNJ
https://publicinterestnetwork-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/2yRzz-qVBUjM1pszZwQPso6J_76-VN4IX16CqKhPZi6DGoP87lAH-_QMGIw5FPbgYNF-YuDlzBbq9ms89sgx-0dzXXDF5eSr_vRTIO0hoi3z52auvEVJaV5WUwK4-z3fuT3Fvv3Z0bYKHqK5pI_JOUmmbxDojBUk2ZJ5nisPiVeBqXOQ3INT24cdlTVIF79M9G9hgNzTOSOyycwjf3nCVu-OqBkb9LtMft5f0F4SCUvxm2SIciUvjzv0i1OeVS5K8BslHfVC2j9BRDrIBeNQTDBbnVIs
https://publicinterestnetwork-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/2KKSbYERQPggsi2Oy-qJv1lhhmvFRxJ1G1PbaijJApITJoP87lAHSTqdoLRPR6SeWFa0VjKaexcKxNqw3Lrk0XdnKxXug2-KC9lVTd2xYphPuIQS-zfINAPmr13QZ1EYQ0yNVKPiVOXqhZn4gGSzCxOuhgSyFOijSaDgYtVsUkcvIpCkEJYABA5cJQeVl3yIE47eD_t4R9-Dqx1rXikfkP34esRCBKB1taWQEu03fZIE
https://publicinterestnetwork-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/2xq2RDQWou97QPE_JW1kZ8-rnwaqXU7yJEAd49N3vCkrroP87lAHZm5LXlEG-x_U4iwAfDhmaueAfoaQFXAnsW6NfqwgcC_9t2SwB-2fyeMi0tQz8OLKsW1JkBZ_qTnQEtjUB5h4EHbpiQUOqF9n-ksHeNQ5pbpj1lrV-bb-2NKv0NjRClRsCm6SrtYTkQhnxM45auP7TuYvA8QE9La8k2iBBmiGPEKZQ4fj_OfAtuW7TySjTyy_0K95zZM_qW-n8e3HopA3G0IW47qo3awbQK06UXp2msIqumuABeSx79GM0J2zfYkKd
https://publicinterestnetwork-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/2YMJZG-FBj2xY6hEz6ZgxVoU2Zwv7WaQvBFmHU0-o1PruoP87lAFrEVEMNXhvxDGjPU3JVQ6YR7KI9NHI27zVBRtufcIsptimKGifrQ1l24Zs36MOoPUnNqtngx7gh3Q5H57YN8xCKfUVhDcB-yjBoVpQLMiDRFNA8-9thhLpxA4L7WwFmrnsYf3W8wFSd1C-XG_m7z7AWCj_i1-pXP-Uz-12IO3RVvKbb48QfCoOsQ2YoURGU_cFBWHi4Ag_Vua9i0gCimIYnnm95zAREBvG0F-6I9ggm4-4nMgQJZE
https://publicinterestnetwork-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/2YMJZG-FBj2xY6hEz6ZgxVoU2Zwv7WaQvBFmHU0-o1PruoP87lAFrEVEMNXhvxDGjPU3JVQ6YR7KI9NHI27zVBRtufcIsptimKGifrQ1l24Zs36MOoPUnNqtngx7gh3Q5H57YN8xCKfUVhDcB-yjBoVpQLMiDRFNA8-9thhLpxA4L7WwFmrnsYf3W8wFSd1C-XG_m7z7AWCj_i1-pXP-Uz-12IO3RVvKbb48QfCoOsQ2YoURGU_cFBWHi4Ag_Vua9i0gCimIYnnm95zAREBvG0F-6I9ggm4-4nMgQJZE
https://publicinterestnetwork-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/2GCS210RmJgakr3S9db2lRbnzlRaQYDDrYYyhEBegy2zvoP87lAGsgOUCUoq_wv1cigr6_M_kj1wigevjKxmRaEfCtiW1eGkuCgh1ENgrUSgMigu63jl7fwdoFDyNbbmPIg1jEP1Wam73G_rlReYw1KqkQRnZwe1LxHREV0OB8Eznxsxut0bYjXoNRdFiPv0E8yMOSyoN8fin9XQtOK1WnsnWzNuzmgrM0GYRMtBjO3f_BzsLfm19vaI7vT9Y
https://publicinterestnetwork-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/21F6b9yCItn3OLqWkiTZbN3S3apoUQxGgQ614GeKbUob3oP87lAHdu69Rd-bYn8HrntoOO6EGYSNNqo3_nccKIDsH9m9xE5yA0HjMVWHhQYAakJyxWoJ8_MMBWIu5zxVAU_L4zcQs6NqWh7iC0mcg9p1sjK1_RYH6103KEEuP0IkplEAb01QqQtDspQ5XerywHN64Z0FnmHEtttmIHBc22GspRYc0BXCH4zNMrXm7HmWGNiwl4kYtCzwJgZX7ilxeHsoHFgPDHjF4_VDJq1K7nYgYHIP9Qw
https://publicinterestnetwork-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/2U6BTBoncUqVrnE8IU3mVp5feazCqbSUi8qQdeJL3tfT5oP87lAGIk9ogjRiBNWQm2IT_x2P0-QFrsWcftHYVvrNgRB3Vj6a-ftqMVL6zzqm7XdlrG1_ojF3109kAaSHpqF3R8I1Ka1hUT7xop8x79tI-cIciErVB0KuRsdiqTP4jgBi-LnPyX-QLm9KyQdFT5BJ_zb2Xm2D_lvXlLP0SzRa8xFcMD7KSFo_TajarisPWNV5YDgDysy10Vxbg


PennEnvironment and Environment America staff in DC raising awareness on plastic pollution

Local ordinances are one of the most effective tools we have to address plastic pollution.
We are so proud of our work helping deliver these important victories and working side-by-
side with local leaders all across Pennsylvania to tackle the threat of single-use plastics. As
we look ahead to 2025, we’re looking forward to continuing this momentum and seeing
even more municipalities leading the charge on this important environmental issue!

Please don't hesitate to reach out if you have any questions or want to work together to
pass similar ordinances.

Click to unsubscribe

-- 

Faran Savitz
PennEnvironment
Zero Waste Advocate
faran@pennenvironment.org
C: 347-563-1406

1528 Walnut St., Suite 1400
Philadelphia, PA 19102

https://publicinterestnetwork-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/2Zd7i1QoA81BtJ7LLKUr77y8LF-eBd-i1y4neC-8I5Cj8oP87lAGQZBf8q3fY7gxoYszYEmPhQqp3QeylsaNXyGEGehKXiet5OqQNVLGlZryLT06FWZ4kYpk1OXm3SzWGpkSJ4UX180fYwDSRER8mKD2EEoaSzvv4hUBg3v6IP-ObakPLxnMoP4muXnsZKcoO
mailto:faran@pennenvironment.org
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 CITY OF ERIE ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL BYLAWS 
 

ARTICLE 1. NAME OF COUNCIL 

The name of this organization shall be the City of Erie Environmental Advisory Council 
(“EAC”). 

ARTICLE 2. AUTHORIZATION 

The authorization for the establishment of the EAC is set by the City of Erie Council 
Ordinance No. 1-2023. 

ARTICLE 3. PURPOSE 

The purpose of the City of Erie EAC is to propose and/or recommend solutions to 
environmental issues as identified by either City Council, the Mayor, the EAC members, 
and/or the general public, to carry out the duties as outlined in City of Ordinance Sect. 
198.05. 

ARTICLE 4. MEMBERSHIP 

1) The EAC shall be composed of seven (7) residents of the City of Erie. Members 
shall be appointed in accordance with the following procedures: 
 
(a) Four (4) members shall be appointed by City Council. 
(b) Three (3) members shall be appointed by the Mayor. 
(c)  EAC members' terms of office shall expire on the first Monday in January 

following the last year of their respective terms. 
(d) Duly appointed EAC members shall serve a term of three (3) years, except that 

initial appointments shall be so staggered that the terms of approximately 1/3 of 
the membership shall expire each year. 

(e) Must have some knowledge and/or expertise in environmental matters. 
(f) Members with a variety of backgrounds are recommended. 

• Examples: hydrologists, biologists, landscape architects, engineers, attorneys, 
educators, planners, and policy analysts or advocates. 

(h) At least one member should have expertise/background in social, racial and/or 
environmental justice. 

 
2) The City Council may select among themselves one Council member to attend 

meetings and to serve as a member of the EAC in a nonvoting capacity. The Council 
member cannot be an officer of the EAC and their presence shall not count towards 
determining a quorum.  
 

3) Any vacancy on the EAC shall be filled by the Mayor or City Council dependent upon 
who made the original appointment for the vacant seat. In the event of the vacancy  
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of the Chair, the Vice-Chair shall automatically at the vacancy carry out the Chair’s 
duties until the EAC elects a new chair. 
 

4) The EAC Chairperson or a majority of the Members present at any duly scheduled 
EAC meeting may vote to “notify” (as defined below) any EAC member who is 
absent from any two (2) consecutive regular monthly EAC meetings or who is absent 
from three (3) regular monthly meetings during any twelve-month period without 
reasonable cause. The notification shall; (1) be written (2) be confirmed by email that 
includes a summary of the Member’s attendance record; and (3) request the 
Member to reply by email within twenty calendar days or appear in person at the 
next regular monthly EAC meeting, whichever occurs later. If a Member notified as 
above fails to respond, or if the Member’s reply in the judgment of the EAC Members 
present at a regular meeting indicates nonfeasance in office, the then staff lead of 
the EAC shall notify the Mayor and City Council of the situation, giving the relevant 
facts in the matter with a recommendation from the EAC to remove such EAC 
Member from office for neglect of duties. 
 

5) Any appointed Member who thereafter relocates their residence from the City of Erie 
during the term of appointment shall forfeit his/her appointment resulting in a 
vacancy. 
 

6) Throughout their term on the EAC, all EAC members must notify the EAC and the 
City Council of any potential conflicts of interest that could result in personal or 
professional gain either directly or indirectly to them, their families, or associates, by 
their involvement with the EAC. 
 

7) In no instance shall an Advisory Council member serve for more than six (6) 
consecutive years. Upon completion of a Council member's second term which 
consists of (6) consecutive years, said member may continue as an honorary 
member, taking part in all phases of the Council membership, with the exception of 
voting. 

ARTICLE 5. ASSOCIATE, NON-VOTING MEMBERS 

1) To encourage community interest and provide broader input, the EAC shall select up 
to seven (7) Associate Members: 
a) Up to two (2) City of Erie high school students. 
b) Up to two (2) college students from the local colleges or universities. 

 
2) Up to three (3) environmental experts who may or may not be a City of Erie resident. 

Associate Members may be recommended by EAC members or apply directly to the 
EAC via the website or in person during public comment during an EAC meeting. 
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3) Interested applicants for Associate Members will submit a letter to the EAC, 
describing their background, reasons for becoming a member and their 
agreement to at least a one-year commitment to attend meetings. 

4) Government Liaisons 
a) A member of Erie City Council. 
b) A member of the City of Erie Planning Commission. 
c) City of Erie Sustainability Coordinator. 
d) Erie County Sustainability Coordinator. 

 
ARTICLE 6. OFFICERS 

1) The officers of the EAC shall consist of a Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretary. 
 

2) The Chair shall preside at all meetings of the EAC and shall have the duties 
normally conferred by parliamentary usage of this office. He/She shall be an ex-
officio member of all committees. He/She shall enforce all bylaws and regulations of 
the EAC. The Chair shall be elected by a simple majority of the EAC membership at 
the first EAC meeting each January or as otherwise decided by the EAC. The Chair 
shall prepare meeting agendas in coordination with the EAC City staff lead and the 
agenda shall be approved at the start of each meeting.  
 

3) The Vice-Chair or other member as agreed upon by the EAC shall carry out the 
Chair’s duties in case of absence, incapacity, or resignation of the Chair. 
 

4) The Secretary, with the assistance of such staff as is available from the City, shall 
keep the minutes and records of the EAC. 
 

5) The Staff Lead provides notice of all meetings to EAC members, arranges proper 
and legal notice of hearings, attends to correspondence of the EAC and such other 
duties as are normally carried out by a Staff Lead. The Staff Lead may delegate 
these duties to another member as agreed upon by the EAC. 

 
6) Officers shall serve for one year or until their successors are elected.  

 
ARTCLE 7. CODE OF ETHICS 

1) It is the general responsibility of EAC members to perform their duties with integrity 
and impartiality and to avoid situations in which bias, prejudice, or personal gain 
could influence decisions. The overall success of EAC depends on all members 
adhering to these standards.  
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The EAC has adopted a Code of Ethics which shall apply to the following members: 
EAC members, board members, volunteers, and/or any other involved individual. 
The Code of Ethics is as follows:  

(a) Shall not disclose confidential information acquired in the course of their 
association or employment with EAC for the purpose of personal benefit or gain.  
 

(b) Shall not, for personal gain or for the gain of others, use information not available 
to the general public, or divulge confidential information without its authorized 
release; nor shall any employees receive compensation for consultation which 
substantially draws upon official ideas or data which are not disclosed to the 
general public.  
 

(c) Shall no hold financial interests that conflict with the performance of EAC’s duty.  
 

(d) Shall require to act impartially and report fraud, abuse, and corruption to 
appropriate authorities, satisfy in good faith their obligations as citizens, and 
adhere to all laws and regulations that provide equal opportunity to all individuals 
regardless of race, religion, sex, national origin, age, or disability.  
 

(e) Shall conduct themselves in a professional manner to demonstrate the public’s 
trust and confidence in their position as a community leader with EAC.  
 

(f) Shall not discriminate unfairly by the dispensing of special favors or privileges to 
anyone, whether for enumeration or not.  
 

(g) Shall not engage in or accept private employment or render private services when 
such employment or service is in direct conflict with EAC’s official operations and 
duties.  

(h) Shall never falsify, forge, or improperly alter any Company document to ensure all 
transactions are recorded in their proper account.  
 

(i) Shall not ask for or receive any additional compensation, gift, favor, or reward from 
any source for service or work for which the officer or employee received 
compensation from EAC, with exception to offerings customary in scale and 
expense, in an appropriate setting, and/or an offering not intended, or does not 
appear to improperly influence a business decision.  
 

(j) Bribery. It is illegal for all EAC members to engage in bribery. Bribery, including, 
but not limited to, offering, giving, soliciting or receiving of any item of value as a 
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means of influencing the actions of another in the form of a gift, money, property, 
privilege or favor is a form of corruption. 
 

(k) Compensation. Members shall receive no compensation for their services, but they 
may be reimbursed for expenses actually and necessarily incurred by them in the 
performance of their duties, provided that the expenses have the prior approval of 
the City’s Managing Director. 
 

2) Conflict of Interest. Members of councils, advisory boards, or committees of the City 
of Erie and its affiliated organizations or entities which make recommendations or 
decisions on financial matters must avoid any conflict or appearance of conflict 
between their own interests and those of the City, particularly as these interests relate 
to business relationships with the City, either individually, in a representative capacity, 
or as a result of a family relationship or close friendship. All members acknowledge 
the Conflict of Interest Policy and confirm that the members have read and understand 
its content by signing the Conflict of Interest Form.  

ARTICLE 8. MEETINGS AND VOTING 

1) Regular meetings. Regular meetings of the EAC shall be held at the Bagnoni 
Council Chamber, 626 State St, Erie at such times as will be determined by the 
membership of the EAC at their first meeting for each year. Notice of meetings of the 
EAC shall be posted as required by law and advertised in a newspaper of general 
circulation. 
 

2) Special Meetings. Special meetings may be requested by the Chair, or by a majority 
of the EAC members. Such special meetings shall be held at the Bagnoni Council 
Chambers at such date and hour as may be designated by the person or persons 
authorized herein to call such a meeting. Notice of special meetings of the EAC shall 
be posted at the Erie City Hall and advertised in a newspaper of general circulation 
at least twenty-four hours prior to each meeting and the substance of the meeting 
shall be limited to the purpose originally stated for the special meeting. 
 

3) Written or phone notice of such a special meeting shall be given by the Chair and/or 
Staff Lead to the EAC members at least twenty-four hours prior to the special 
meeting. 
 

4) Quorum. In the event a quorum is not present at any meeting, the members may 
reschedule the meeting for a later date with the required notice. A quorum shall 
consist of four of the current voting members. The act of the majority of the members 
present at a meeting at which a quorum is present shall be the act of the EAC. 
 



Environmental Advisory Council  Page 6 
Bylaws March 27, 2024 

5) Voting. Each voting member is entitled to one vote, with the voting governed by 
parliamentary procedure according to Robert's Rules of Order. 
 

6) Notes: Notes from meetings will be kept and copies of the meeting's notes will be 
sent to each member of the EAC and to the Secretary for City Council for distribution 
to City Council and the Administration. 
 

7) A tabling motion, if passed, has the effect of laying the matter over until the next 
regularly scheduled meeting unless otherwise specified. The matter should be 
included on the agenda for the next EAC meeting.  
 

8) All meetings not called to order for any reason within fifteen (15) minutes of the time 
designated may be cancelled. 
 

9)  Any Code of Conduct of the City approved by the City Council shall apply to the 
EAC and all of its meetings.  
 

3)  All meetings or portions of meetings shall be open to the public and subject to the 
Sunshine Act. The EAC may meet in closed session for any of the limited exceptions 
provided in section 707 of the Sunshine Act, as amended. 

ARTCLE 9. DUTIES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

1) Provide objective advice on environmental matters to the Mayor and City Council 
and to any City agency or authority requested by the Mayor or City Council. 
 

2) For each issue that the EAC reviews, it will generate a report to each member 
setting forth its findings and dissenting opinions if any. 
 

3) The EAC shall submit an annual written report of its activities, goals and plans as 
required by applicable City ordinances. 
 

4) The study of issues: 
a) As the EAC hears issues from the community regarding the environment, the 

EAC will determine which issue(s) need to be explored or can be explored 
effectively. The EAC will keep City Council and the Administration informed of the 
issues and activities on which it has chosen to focus. 
 

b)  After receiving a request for a study from the City Council or Administration, the 
EAC will examine the issue and provide the City Council or Administration with a 
written report setting forth its recommendations and dissenting opinions (if any). 
 

4) Subcommittees and special task forces may be formed by a majority vote of a quorum 
of EAC members at any regular or special meeting of the EAC. The EAC may appoint 
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associate, non-voting members of the general public to a subcommittee or special 
task force as it deems necessary and appropriate. 

ARTICLE 10. ORDER OF BUSINESS 

1) The order of business at regular meetings shall be: 
a) Roll Call  
b) Approval of minutes 
c) Amendments to agenda 
d) Introduction of visitors  
e) Public Comment 
f) Report of officers and committees  
g) Old business  
h) New business  
i) Adjourn 

 
2) The order of business at any meeting may be altered at the discretion of the Chair or 

presiding officer. 
 

3) A motion from the floor must be made and passed in order to dispense with any item 
on the agenda. 
 

5) Non-Agenda Matters. No binding or final action may be taken on any matter not on 
the written agenda except by unanimous vote of the members in attendance or two-
thirds vote of the entire membership.  

ARTICLE 11. AMENDMENTS 

1) The EAC shall have the power to amend the bylaws by vote at any regular or special 
meeting which requires majority vote of a quorum. No amendment shall be 
recommended unless a copy of such proposed amendment has been included in or 
enclosed with the notice of such meeting.  
 

6) The EAC shall not have the power to recommend any amendment to the bylaws which 
would alter the status of the Environmental Advisory Council 

ARTICLE 12: EFFECTIVE DATE 

March 27, 2024 
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City of Erie  
Conflict of Interest Policy  

Statement of Policy: Members of councils, advisory boards, or committees of the City of Erie 
and its affiliated organizations or entities which make recommendations or decisions on 
financial matters must avoid any conflict or appearance of conflict between their own 
interests and those of the City, particularly as these interests relate to business relationships 
with the City, either individually, in a representative capacity, or as a result of a family 
relationship or close friendship. 

Implementation of Policy: 

Persons serving the City as volunteer members of such Councils, boards, or committees or 
as employees should be aware that their service may give rise to a conflict of interest (direct 
or indirect), or the appearance of or potential for a conflict of interest.  The relationship 
between the City and those responsible for its care is one which implies an assumption of 
commonality of purpose. 

In addition, a potential conflict of interest may exist when a person serving the City is in the 
position to use his/her status to influence decisions for their personal advantage or for the 
advantage of family members, relatives, or close friends. 

If a business interest does or may affect the commonality of purpose, then such conflict 
must be disclosed to the chairperson, president and/or administrator. A person making this 
disclosure as a result of any conflict of interest or appearance of a conflict of interest shall 
be designated as an "interested party." 

Once the disclosure has been made, the chairperson, president and/or administrator shall 
decide whether such duality of interest may undermine or impugn the best interests of the 
City. If so, the interested party shall be excluded from any deliberations concerning the 
issue. In reaching such a decision, the chairperson, president and/or administrator shall be 
guided by the needs of the City; the availability of quality goods or services to satisfy those 
needs; and the result of an open and informed selection process. 
Each such case shall be reviewed upon its own facts and circumstances. If it is determined 
that the duality of interest creates a substantial conflict of interest, then the chairperson, 
president and/or administrator may refrain from entering into a relationship with the interested 
party until such time as the duality of interest ceases to exist. 

This conflict of interest policy is to be made known to all persons now serving or hereafter 
selected to serve the City as members of councils, boards, or committees who are involved 
with City personal matters and to those employees who are involved in the selection of 
vendors or suppliers. 
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City Conflict of Interest Information and Compliance Statement 

 
I have read and understand the City Conflict of Interest Policy and agree to abide by its terms 
and conditions. 

Please describe below any relationships, positions, or circumstances in which you are 
involved that you believe could contribute to a conflict of interest as defined in the policy on 
Conflict of Interest or write "none" if there are not such conflicts: 

 
I agree that if any situations arise of which I am aware that in any way contradict the above 
statements, I will immediately notify the chairperson, president and/or administrator of any 
conflict, real or potential, and make full disclosure thereof. 

 
 
 
                                                            

Date: ____________________________ Signature: ________________________ 
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